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JONATHAN R. WYNN 
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY, 1006 THOMPSON HALL 
AMHERST, MA 01003 

WYNN@UMASS.EDU 
 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2006  Ph.D., Sociology, City University of New York, Graduate Center  
1998   M.A., Sociology, University of Nevada at Las Vegas  
1995   B.A., Psychology, SUNY at Buffalo 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Leadership Experience 
2019-present Department Chair, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
2018-2019 Associate Chair, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
2018-2019 Interim Director, Bachelor’s Degree in Individualized Concentration, University of  

Massachusetts Amherst 
2016-2019 Undergraduate Program Director Department of Sociology, University of 

Massachusetts Amherst 
 
Academic Appointments 
2023-present Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts Amherst  
2016-2023 Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts Amherst  
2012-2016 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts Amherst  
2009-2012 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts 

Amherst  
2006-2009 Lecturer, Department of Sociology, Smith College 
 
 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 

 
Community and Urban Sociology, Ethnography and Qualitative Methods, Cultural 
Sociology, Theory, Media and Technology, Community Health 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 
2023  Daniel Skinner, Jonathan R. Wynn, and Berkeley Franz. The City & the Hospital: The  

paradox of medically overserved communities (University of Chicago Press). Shared first 
authorship w/Skinner. 

2015  Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City: American Festivals and Placemaking in Austin, Nashville  
and Newport (University of Chicago Press) Reviewed in American Journal of Sociology 
and Contemporary Sociology 

2011  Jonathan R. Wynn. The Tour Guide: Walking and Talking New York (University of  

mailto:wynn@umass.edu
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Chicago Press, Jack Katz and Robert Emerson’s ‘Fieldwork Encounters and Discoveries’ 
series) Reviewed in the New York Times, Chronicle of Higher Education, American 
Ethnologist, Journal of Tourism and Cultural Change, and Symbolic Interactionism 

 
Peer Reviewed Journal Articles (* Denotes Graduate Student Co-Author) 
2024 Jennifer Abrams*, Thomas Corcoran, and Jonathan R. Wynn.* “The (Cultural) War of the  

Worlds: A Theory of Urban Culture Terraforming.” International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research 48(1): 53-73. 

2022 Chanel Prince* and Jonathan R. Wynn. “Festivalgoers as Players: Race and Class in  
Goffmanian Games.” Etnografia e Ricerca Qualitativa (Italian Journal of Ethnography and 
Qualitative Research) special issue for Goffman's 100th Anniversary. 

2019 Berkeley Franz, Daniel Skinner, Jonathan R. Wynn, and Kelly Kelleher. “Urban Hospitals as  
Anchor Institutions: Frameworks for Medical Sociology.” Socius 5: 1-10. 

2017 Jonathan R. Wynn. “An Arson Spree in College Town: Community enhancement through  
media convergence.” Media, Culture & Society. 39(3): 357-373. 

2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Toward a Sociology of Occasions.” Sociological Theory 34(3): 276-286.  
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn and Ayse Yetis-Bakraktar*. “The Sites and Sounds of Placemaking:  

Branding, festivalization, and the contemporary city.” Journal of Popular Music Studies 28(2):  
204-223.  

2012  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Spatial Narratives and Cultural Intermediaries: Proposing a Framework  
for Studies of Cultural Circulation.” Cultural Sociology 6(3): 336-350. 

2011 Jonathan R. Wynn. “From The Hobo to Doormen: The Characters of Qualitative Analysis, Past  
and Present.” Ethnography 12(4): 518-42. # Reprinted in Researching City Life: An Urban Fields 
Methods Reader, 2022. M. Borer and Schafer (eds). Sage. 

2011 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Elective Affiliations: Marginal Urban Characters Negotiating Legitimacy  
and Autonomy in Urban Culture.” International Journal of Social Inquiry 4(1): 133-157. 

2010 Jonathan R. Wynn. “City Tour Guides: Urban Alchemists at Work.” City and Community 9(2): 
145-64. (lead article, highlighted in ASA Footnotes)  

2009 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Digital Sociology: Emergent technologies in the field and the classroom.” 
Sociological Forum 24(2): 448-456. 

2005 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Guiding Practices: Some Tricks of Walking Tour Guides.” Qualitative  
Sociology 28(4): 397-415. *Reprinted in Ethnography and the City: Readings on Doing Urban 
Ethnography, 2012. R. Ocejo (ed) New York: Routledge. 

 
Publications In Progress 

Jennifer Abrams,* Ember Skye Kanelee,* and Jonathan R. Wynn. “When ‘Goofing Around’ Gets 
Serious: Collegiate social interactions in the age of hazing, harassment, and bullying.” (Revise & 
Resubmit) 
 
Andrew Deener and Jonathan R. Wynn. The Hybrid City: A Primer for exploring the meanings of 
urban life. (Under contract, Oxford University Press) 

 
Chanel Prince* and Jonathan R. Wynn. “Festivals.” In Oxford Handbook on Urban Sociology. 
Edited by Leonard Nevarez and Ryan Centner. 

 
Jonathan R. Wynn, Alexandre Frenette, and Richard Ocejo. “A Framework for Side Hustles: 
Thinking about work and leisure in sociology.” 

 
 
Book Chapters 
2022  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Navigating Race: Expectations Before, During, and After Research.”  
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In Silences, Myopias, and Blind Spots in Research Practices. Edited by Kathy E. Davis & Janice 
Irvine. London, United Kingdom: Routledge Press. 

2021  Colby King, Angie Harris, Todd Schoepflin, Karen Sternheimer, and Jonathan R. Wynn. “Public 
Sociology in Everyday Sociology.” In Routledge International Handbook on Public Sociology. 
Edited by Leslie Hossfeld, Cassius Hossfeld, and Brooke Kelly.  

2020 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Ten Sociological Metaphors and Paradoxes,” “Football and Foie Gras:  
How Taste Makes Groups,” “Meritocracy and Gentrification,” “Masculinity So Fragile,” 
“#Pinktax and #Genderpricing: Gender in the Checkout Aisle,” and “Sports and 
Representations of Gender and Sexuality” in The Everyday Sociology Reader (edited by 
Karen Sternheimer). 

2019 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Culture.” Book Chapter in A Sociology Experiment (edited by Shamus Khan  
and Patrick Sharkey). 

2019 Thomas Corcoran*, Jennifer Abrams*, and Jonathan R. Wynn. “Place Exploration: Six  
Tensions to Better Conceptualize Place as a Social Actor in Urban Ethnography,” in Research in 
Urban Sociology (Volume 16) edited by Richard Ocejo.  

2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Covert Leisure and Public Spaces: Geocaching in post-9/11 New York  
City.” In Digital Sociologies edited by Jessie Daniels, Karen Gregory, and Tressie McMillan 
Cottom. Bristol, UK: Polity Press.  

2016 Jonathan R. Wynn and Rodrigo Dominguez-Villegas*. “What’s ‘The Newport Effect?:’ Music 
festivals, touring, and reputations in the digital age.” In The Production and Consumption of 
Music in the Digital Age edited by Brian J. Hracs, Michael Seman, Tarek Virani. London: 
Routledge.  

2007 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Haunting Orpheus: Addressing Ethnographic Issues of Time and Space.”  
In The Affective Turn: Toward Studying the Social edited by Patricia Clough. Durham, NC: Duke 
University Press. 

 
Peer Reviewed Teaching Resource 
2020 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Alien Trick,” TRAILS. (Selected by ASA Editors for inclusion in TRAILS  

Resource, reprinted in Teaching High School Sociology, 2023) 
 
Non-Peer Reviewed Articles 
2023 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Reflections on ‘Hobo to Doormen: The Characters of Qualitative Analysis, 

Past and Present,” in Researching City Life: An Urban Fields Methods Reader, 2023. M. Borer and 
Schafer (eds). Sage. 

2015 Jonathan R. Wynn and Richard Ocejo. “Urban Publics, Sidewalks, and Pubs: A Conversation,” 
Metropolitiques Summer.  

2007 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Field Note: Guiding Ideas,” Contexts 6(1): 56-7. 
2004 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Bobos on the Road” Qualitative Inquiry 10(3): 431-442. 
 
Book, Article, and Culture Reviews / Blog Posts / Op-Ed / Encyclopedia Entries 
2011- Jonathan R. Wynn. W.W. Norton Everyday Sociology Blog 
present   
2024 Jonathan R. Wynn and Daniel Skinner. “Nonprofit hospitals have an obligation to help their  

communities, but the people who live nearby may see little benefit,” The Conversation, 
February 2 (Hartford Courant, Ohio Capital Journal, Chronicle of Philanthropy)  

2019 Jonathan R. Wynn and Alexandre Frenette. “Fyre Debacle Shows How Smaller Acts Get  
Burned in the Modern Music Festival Economy,” The Conversation, March 4. 

2019 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Review: Fast Food Kids: French fries, lunch lines, and social ties by Amy  
Best,” Cultural Sociology. 

2018 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Review: Skateboarding LA: Inside Professional Street Skateboarding 
 by Gregory Snyder,” Social Forces. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftrails.asanet.org%2Fissue%2Fview%2Fhigh-school-sociology&data=05%7C01%7Cwynn%40soc.umass.edu%7C5255b305d2304227e41908dbde2b51bc%7C7bd08b0b33954dc194bbd0b2e56a497f%7C0%7C0%7C638348049882697161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cVMB%2BzrAM1iAmaeGiEYWs7V0W%2BQKp%2BHnGYKMmTmGPP4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/jonanthan-wynn/
https://theconversation.com/nonprofit-hospitals-have-an-obligation-to-help-their-communities-but-the-people-who-live-nearby-may-see-little-benefit-219897?fbclid=IwAR3KGanyyhtTFI2qSiqgDaUy_NRS9Xcs6sxfBXavssOjQtV5RLXMU2T5d8U
https://www.courant.com/2024/01/31/nonprofit-hospitals-have-an-obligation-to-help-their-communities-but-the-people-who-live-nearby-may-see-little-benefit/
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2024/02/01/nonprofit-hospitals-have-an-obligation-to-help-their-communities/
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/nonprofit-hospitals-are-required-to-help-their-communities-but-people-living-nearby-may-see-little-benefit
https://theconversation.com/fyre-debacle-shows-how-smaller-acts-can-get-burned-in-modern-music-festival-economy-111590
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2017  Jonathan R. Wynn and Andrew Deener. “Gentrification? Bring it,” The Conversation, October 10  
 (CNN, The Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, Salon, Business Insider), 
2017  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Are There Too Many Music Festivals?” The Conversation, April 13.  
 (Reprinted in The Washington Post, San Francisco Chronicle, AP's The Big Story). 
2017 Rachel Skaggs* and Jonathan R. Wynn. “Music and Communities.” In Understanding Society  
 Through Popular Music (Fourth Edition), edited by Joe Koterba, Editor. New York: Routledge. 
2017 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Review: Summoned: Identification and Religious Life in a Jewish  
 Neighborhood by Iddo Tavory.” American Journal of Sociology 122(6): 1989-1991. 
2017 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Music Fandom.” In The Oxford Handbook of Country Music, edited by Travis 

Stimeling. New York: Oxford University Press. 
2017 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Sociology Afoot: Review Essay of The New York Nobody Knows (by William 

Helmreich, 2013) and Walking in Cities (edited by Evrick Brown and Timothy Shortell, 2016) 
Contemporary Sociology 46(1): 22-26. 

2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Why Cities Should Stop Building Museums and Focus on Festivals.” The 
Conversation, May 12.  

2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Welcome to Austin, Don’t Move Here.” The Guardian, March 14. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. “How Music Festivals Shape Cities (An Interview with Richard Florida).” The 

Atlantic’s City Lab, February 3. 
2015 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Longest Job Visit” Inside Higher Ed, April 29. 
2012 Jonathan R. Wynn. Book Review of The Ethics of Sightseeing (by Dean MacCannell, 2011)  
 Contemporary Sociology 41(4): 497-498. 
2012 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Seeker” Gotham Gazette Blotter November. 
2011 Jonathan R. Wynn. Book Review of Environmental City (by Scott Swearingen Jr., 2010)  
 Great Plains Research 21(1): 122. 
2010 Jonathan R. Wynn. Book Review of A Neighborhood that Never Changes (by Japonica  
 Brown-Saracino, 2010) American Journal of Sociology 116(3): 1017-1019. 
2008 Jonathan R. Wynn. Culture Review: “Trespassing in Someone Else’s Utopia: Reviewing  
 the Country Music Association’s Nashville Music Festival.” Contexts Magazine 7(2): 67-69. 
2007 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Travel and Travel Writing,” International Encyclopedia of the Social  
 Sciences, 2nd edition. W.A. Darity, Editor In Chief. New York: MacMillian. 
2004  Jonathan R. Wynn. Book Review: On the Edges of Anthropology (Interviews), by James Clifford.  

Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology November. 
2004 Jonathan R. Wynn. Book Review: Foreign News, by Ulf Hannerz. Canadian Review of Sociology 

and Anthropology August. 
 
Media Interviews and References 
2024 “Why Good Hospitals Don’t Always Make Good Neighbors,” Lown Institute, February 5. 
2023 “When only affluent fans can afford concert tickets, there's a price to be paid,” Boston Globe,  

March 18. 
2023 “Goodbye Karen: Ohio woman seeks to change name,” Cincinnati Inquirer, February 7. 
2022 “‘Jackass’ and the Rise and Fall of Prank Online Content,” NBC News, February 2. 
2020  “Let's Face It: Music Festivals Have Gone Soft," .Mic, January 21. 
2020 “Why Christmas is Important in Schools," TES, December 20. 
2019 “Outdoor Festivals Need to Sell Out To Survive,” Vice, March 5. 
2018  “Daytona’s Country 500 music fest won’t return to Speedway,” Daytona Beach News-Journal,  

December 1. 
2018 “Music Festivals Meet Our Human Needs to Find Our Tribes,” Dallas Morning News, February 8. 
2018 “Organizers Bet On Bold But Pricey Newbo Evolve,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, February 4. 
2018 “Is Gentrification Happening in Milwaukee?” Milwaukee Shephard Express,  January. 
2018 “Discussion of Music/City,” on New Books Network, January. 
2017 “Urban Music Festivals, Reconsidered,” Parks and Recreation, December. 

http://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/19/world/gentrification-in-cities/index.html
http://www.latimes.com/sns-gentrification-bring-it-82107-20171011-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sns-gentrification-bring-it-82107-20171011-story.html
https://www.salon.com/2017/10/12/gentrification-bring-it_partner/
http://www.businessinsider.com/gentrification-battles-around-the-us-2017-10
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2017/04/17/are-there-too-many-music-festivals/?utm_term=.3a0f5493ff80
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/243bda51e0f583a7aa265a1bebadb045/are-there-too-many-music-festivals
http://www.gothamcenter.org/blotter/?p=622
https://lowninstitute.org/why-good-hospitals-dont-always-make-good-neighbors/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2023/03/18/arts/when-only-affluent-fans-can-afford-concert-tickets-theres-price-be-paid/?event=event25
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2023/02/06/ohio-woman-seeks-to-change-name-karen-over-memes/69876219007/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoSMzg3NjkwMDA2NTc3MDE1MzcyMhoyNzgwODE5MzkzOTEyN2NlOmNvbTplbjpVUw&usg=AOvVaw18Z9hhLX_7oT0wGZETBrIq
https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/viral/jackass-rise-fall-prank-content-online-rcna14000
https://www.mic.com/p/lets-face-it-music-festivals-have-gone-soft-21734270
https://www.tes.com/magazine/article/why-christmas-important-schools
https://free.vice.com/en_ca/article/9kpn5d/outdoor-festivals-need-to-sell-out-to-survive?utm_campaign=sharebutton
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.news-journalonline.com/news/20181128/daytonas-country-500-music-fest-wont-return-to-speedway&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTMzU0NzczNTAwOTAxOTQyNDU5MzIaZThiNGQ0ODQ4M2QxYzA4Njpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNEAIl1o4wl9kpRBWEdQYk7PEHOsvA
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2018/02/08/music-festivals-meet-human-need-find-tribes
http://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/government/organizers-bet-on-bold-but-pricey-newbo-evolve-20180203
https://shepherdexpress.com/news/features/is-gentrification-happening-in-milwaukee/#/questions/
http://newbooksnetwork.com/jonathan-r-wynn-music-city-american-festivals-and-placemaking-in-austin-nashville-and-newport-u-of-chicago-2015/
http://edition.pagesuite.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=81f47616-fd01-40be-81b8-cc9dd5dce823&pnum=58
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2017 “Gentrification,” Top of the Mind with Julie Rose, BYU Radio, October. 
2017 “America’s Small Cities Are Betting Their Second Acts on Music Festivals,” The Muse/Jezebel,  

September. 
2017 “Berkelee Class Preps Students for Lollapalooza, Governor’s Ball and Other Big Name  

Music Festivals,” WBUR Boston, June. 
2016 “Pop Up Culture,” Australian Broadcasting Company’s Future Tense November. 
2016 “For Economic Development Gold, Listen to the Music,” Governing Magazine October. 
2016 “Festivals,” WAMC National, The Academic Minute, July 25. 
2016 “Death to Concrete Culture,” WGBH Boston/PRI’s Innovation Hub, June 24. 
2016 “Prank gone wrong puts Marlins prospect on disabled list,” Christian Science Monitor, June 6. 
2016 “Branding of a city through ‘Festivilization’: Guest viewpoint,” Evan Plotkin, The Springfield  

Republican/MassLive, May 12. 
 
 
COURSES TAUGHT (*Denotes Courses Designed) 
 
2009- University of Massachusetts Amherst 
2024  CHC 000: International Exchange/Service Learning Dominican Republic 
 SOC 710: Graduate Writing in Sociology 

SOC 780: Graduate Seminar on Pierre Bourdieu* 
SOC 786: Graduate Seminar on Symbolic Interactionism* 

 SOC 701: Development of Sociological Theory 
SOC 401: Foundations of Social Theory   

 SOC 360: Urban Sociology   
SOC 393: Technology, Media & Society* 
SOC 301: Writing in Sociology (Writing Intensive) 
SOC 271: The Global City* 
SOC 220: Introduction to American Culture  

 SOC 242: Social Class and Inequality 
SOC 110: Introduction to Sociology  

 SOC 110H: Honors Introduction to Sociology     
 
2006- Smith College 
2009 SOC 270: Technology, Media & Society*  
 SOC 230: Foundations of Social Theory   
 SOC 220: Sociology of Culture  
 SOC 218: Urban Sociology  
 SOC 101: Introduction to Sociology  
 
2005 CUNY-Hunter College 
 SOC 221: Classical Sociological Theory 
  
2002- CUNY-Queens College 
2004 SOC 435: Urban Ethnography  
 SOC 331: Foundations of Social Theory  
 
 
PRESENTATIONS AND CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 
 
Invited Talks and Lectures 
2022 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Alchemist and the Festival,” The Work Festivals Do in the  

http://www.byuradio.org/episode/b64d3410-1df5-4876-b5ca-e6f8eb912893?playhead=4522&autoplay=true
https://themuse.jezebel.com/americas-small-cities-are-betting-their-second-act-on-f-1807420727
http://www.wbur.org/artery/2017/06/26/berklee-music-class-festivals
http://www.wbur.org/artery/2017/06/26/berklee-music-class-festivals
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/futuretense/pop-up/8026506
http://www.governing.com/columns/assessments/gov-economic-development-stadiums-festivals.html
http://academicminute.org/2016/07/jonathan-wynn-university-of-massachusetts-amherst-festivals/
http://blogs.wgbh.org/innovation-hub/2016/6/24/wynn-cities/
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/USA-Update/2016/0607/Prank-gone-wrong-puts-Marlins-prospect-on-disabled-list
http://www.masslive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2016/05/festivilization_and_the_brandi.html
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World Conference, Guelph, ONT. 
2019 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Music/City and Urban Culture,” Georg Simmel Centre, L'École des  

hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS), Paris, France. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. “On music and gentrification,” M for Montreal, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City Presentation, Des Moines Music University, Des Moines, Iowa. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City Presentation, Pemberton Music Summit, Pemberton, Canada. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City Presentation, Global Cultural Districts Conference. Brooklyn, NY. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City Presentation, Music Cities Summit, Canadian Music Week.  

Toronto, Canada. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City Presentation, Ethnography Lab, University of Texas-Austin,  

Austin, TX. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City Presentation, SXSW, Austin, TX. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Patterns of City Culture, Borders and Cultural Stitching,” The Lambert  

Family Communication Conference: ‘Inventing the New: Innovation in Creative Enterprises.’  
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL. 

2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City Presentation, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN. 
2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. Music/City Presentation, Commonwealth Honors College, UMass Amherst. 
2015 Jonathan R. Wynn and Andrew Deener. “Five Themes in Urban Culture,” NYU ALI Tokyo Center.  

Tokyo, Japan. 
2014 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Longest Job Visit,” Bos-Conn Graduate Symposium on Qualitative  

Sociology, Boston University, Boston, MA. 
2014  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Liquid vs. Concrete: Urban Cultural Policy in the U.S.,” Department of  

Sociology and Anthropology, DePaul University, Chicago, IL. 
2013 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Alchemist and the Festival,” Department of Sociology, University of  

Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China. 
2013  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Urban Cultural Policy in the U.S. and Europe,” International Christian  

University, Tokyo, Japan. 
2012 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Tour Guide,” Northwestern University Ethnography Workshop,  

Evanston, IL. 
2012 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Newport and Austin’s Music Festivals and Cultural Policy,” Urban  

Studies Brown University, Providence, RI. 
2012 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Thinking About Ethnographic Description While Walking,”  

Macaulay Honors College, CUNY, NY. 
2011 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Tour Guide,” UConn Graduate Ethnography Class, Storrs, CT. 
2009 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Edges of Urban Culture: Careers in an Informal Labor Market,”  

Marriott Hospitality and Tourism Management Department, University of Massachusetts  
Amherst, Amherst, MA. 

2008 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Politics of Panhandling: A Panel on Northampton’s Solicitation  
Ordinance,” Smith College, Northampton, MA. 

2004 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Festival City: Preliminary Thoughts On Studying Nashville’s ‘Signature 
Event,’” Divided Cities: Second Annual Conference Of The Berlin – New York Transatlantic 
Graduate College, Columbia University, New York, NY. 

2006 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Walking Tourism as Revitalization of Local Culture,” CUNY Honors College,  
Spring Forum, New York, NY. 

2005 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Journalism, George Plimpton, and Ethnography,” Ethnography Workshop, 
Buffalo State College, Buffalo, NY. 

2004 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Circulation of Culture: The Production and Reproduction of  
Storytelling in Walking Tours” CUNY-Honors College, New York, NY. 

2002 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Studying Sideways, Thinking About Ethnography and Tour Guiding,”  
Buffalo Ethnography Workshop, Buffalo, NY. 
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Selected Conference Panels and Presentations 
2023 Jonathan R. Wynn and Daniel Skinner. “What’s Your Total Commitment to the Community?”:  

Hospitals’ explicit and implicit strategies for community development.” American Sociological 
Association Conference. Panel. Philadelphia, PA. 

2020 Jonathan R. Wynn, Alexandre Frenette, and Richard Ocejo. “Sociology and the side hustle: A  
theory of work in and between the creative Industries.” American Sociological Association 
Conference. Zoom Panel. 

2020 Jonathan R. Wynn and Andrew Deener. “Rethinking the Cultural Studies of Cities: The Dynamics of  
Globalization and Place Distinction.” American Sociological Association Conference. Zoom Panel. 

2019 Jonathan R. Wynn. “From Music City to Cultural Terraforming,” Industry Studies Association  
Conference. Panel. Nashville, TN. 

2018 Jennifer Abrams, Jonathan R. Wynn, and Thomas Corcoran. “A Theory of Urban Culture  
Terraforming.” American Sociological Association Conference. Panel. Philadelphia, PA. 

2018 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Interpretive Approaches to Urban Space,” Panel Presider, Interpretive  
Sociology Conference. Philadelphia, PA.  

2018 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Promise and Perils of Undergraduate Sociology Programs,” Eastern  
Sociological Society. Panel. Baltimore, MD. 

2019  Jonathan R. Wynn. Critic for Fast Food Kids by Amy Best. Eastern Sociological Society. Panel.  
Baltimore, MD. 

2017 Jonathan R. Wynn. Critic for Blowin’ Up: Rap Dreams in South Central by Jooyoung Lee.  
American Sociological Association. Panel. Montreal, Quebec. 

2017 Jonathan R. Wynn. Critic for House Full: Indian cinema and the active audience by Lakshmi 
Srinivas. Eastern Sociological Society. Panel. Philadelphia, PA. 

2016 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Festivals as Cultural Policy,” South by Southwest Music Conference, Austin,  
TX. 

2015  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Live Music Social Networks: Staging Digital Experiences Through Online  
Connectivity,” American Sociological Association. Panel. Chicago, IL. 

2013    Jonathan R. Wynn. “Festivalized Urban Culture” Social Science History Association. Panel.  
Chicago, IL. 

2012 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Corporate Logic of the Festival City: Urban Cultural Policy in the  
Experience Economy,” American Sociological Association. Roundtable. Denver, CO. 

2012  Jonathan R. Wynn. Author Meets Critics: The Tour Guide. Eastern Sociological Society, New York,  
NY. 

2012 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Walking is Writing: How to use fiction’s tools for ethnographic work,”  
Eastern Sociological Society. Panel. New York, NY. 

2011 Jonathan R. Wynn. “An Arson Spree in a College Town: Bolstering community through place- 
based social media” American Sociological Association. Invited Paper Session. Las Vegas, NV. 

2010 Jonathan R. Wynn. “The Framework for Studying Characters: Costs and Benefits.” American  
Sociological Association. Panel. Atlanta, GA. 

2010 Jonathan R. Wynn. “‘The Stranger’ to Doormen: The Characters of Sociological Analysis, Past  
and Present.” Eastern Sociological Society Conference. Panel. Boston, MA.  

2008  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Spatial Narratives and Experiential Learning: Walking Tourism as Culture  
Work,” Culture Section Roundtable, American Sociological Association, Boston, MA. 

2007  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Festival City: The Ecology of a Creative City” (presented by Jennifer C. Lena)  
Social Science History Association, Chicago, IL. 

2006 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Tourism and Disneyfication.” Eastern Sociological Society. Panel. Boston,  
MA.  

2005 Jonathan R. Wynn. “Walking Tours as Narrative: Recovering the Spatial and Experiential  
Dynamics in Theories of Culture.” American Sociological Association Conference. Panel. 
Philadelphia, PA. 

2004  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Tricks and Shticks: The Space and Time of Storytelling and Ethnography.”  
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American Sociological Association Conference. Panel. San Francisco, CA. 
2004  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Learning How to Walk: Tour Guides as Public Intellectuals.” Putting  

Bourdieu to Work Conference. Panel. New School University. New York, NY.  
2003  Jonathan R. Wynn. “Detecting New York: Detectives and Tour Guides.” Second Annual  

NYLON Culture and Theory Conference. Panel. New York University, New York, NY. 
 
Conference and Symposia Organization 
2015 Co-organizer, Mass-Conn Graduate Symposium on Qualitative Sociology,  

Boston College, Newton, MA  
2007 Organizer, Valentino Achak Deng (author of What is the What?) in Northampton  

talk on Sudan. Smith College, Northampton, MA. 
2004 Co-Organizer, New York Three Corners Undergraduate Conference. CUNY- 

Queens College, St. Lawrence University, and Buffalo State College. New York City, NY. 
2003  Co-Organizer, Ethnography: New York Style Conference. CUNY-Graduate  

Center, NY. 
2003  Co-Organizer, Sociology in the Age of Intelligent Machines Conference. Buffalo  

State College, Buffalo, NY.  
2002 Primary Organizer, Ethnography and Beyond Symposium, Center for Women’s  

Studies. CUNY-Graduate Center, New York, NY. 
 
GRADUATE & UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT ADVISING 
 
Dissertation Committee Chair 
Jennifer Garfield-Abrams, 2022-present 
Choon Hee Woo, 2024-present 
 
Dissertation Committee Member 
Enku Ide, Defended Fall 2021 
Ryan Turner, Defended Fall 2021 
Tim Sacco, Defended Fall 2021 
Yolanda Wiggins, Defended Spring 2020 
 
Initial Graduate Advisor 
Shamsul Arefin, 2023-present 
Chanel Prince, 2019-present 
Jennifer Garfield-Abrams, 2016-present 
Tom Corcoran, 2015-present 
Choon Hee Woo, 2015-present 
Peter Kent-Stoll, 2016 
Ember Kane Lee, 2016-2020 (NSF GRF Recipient)  
Tim Sacco, 2014-2018 
 
Outside Sociology Masters and Dissertation Committee Member 
Anton Dinerstein (Communication, UMass), Defended Spring 2020 
Candan Turkkan (Political Science, UMass), Defended Spring 2018 
Christine Sharry (Education, UMass), Defended Spring 2018 
Eren Odabasi (Communication, UMass), Defended Spring 2017 
Sohini Banerjee (English, UMass), Defended Spring 2016 
Nick Jeffway (Masters in Architecture), Defended Fall 2016 
David Avishay (Communication, UMass), Defended Spring 2015 
 



 
Wynn, J.  Page 9 of 11 

CV 
(Updated 2/1/2024) 

Outside UMass Dissertation Committee Member 
Sam Maron (Sociology, Northeastern), Defended Spring 2021 
Rob Ahlers (Music, University of Groningen, Netherlands), Defended Spring 2021 
Frédéric Trottier (Sociology, L'École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris, France), Defended 
Fall 2018 
Maura Donahue (Dance MFA Thesis Committee, Smith College), Defended 2008 
 
Comprehensive Exam Committee Chair 
Kathryne Reynolds, Defended Spring 2022 
Choon Hee Woo, Defended Spring 2021 
Jennifer Garfield-Abrams, Defended Fall 2019 
Ben Johnson, Defended 2016 
Tom Corcoran, Current 
 
Comprehensive Exam Committee Member 
Choon Hee Woo, Defended Fall 2023 
Tyler Walton, Defended Spring 2022 
Ember Kane Lee, Defended Fall 2018 
Enku Ide, Defended Fall 2018 
Kayla Preito-Hodge, Defended Spring 2018 
Ghazah Abbasi, Defended Fall 2017 
Tim Sacco, Defended Spring 2017 
Sonny Nordmarken, Defended 2015 
Kay McCurley, Defended 2013 
Dwanna Robertson, Defended 2013 
Mary Larue Scherer, Defended 2013 
Safi Shams, Defended 2013 
Ryan Turner, Defended 2011 
 
Senior Honors Thesis Chair 
Joseph O’Neil, Defended Spring 2023 
Tallulah Kilroy, Defended Spring 2022 
Aria Bracci, Defended Spring 2017 
Dana Siskind, Defended Spring 2017 
Stephanie Tsamasiros, Defended 2016 
Molly Meehan, Defended 2015 (Best Honors Thesis Award) 
Larosey Burrill, Defended 2014 
Elyse Yarmosky, Defended 2013 
 
Recent Senior Honors Thesis Committee Member 
Eva Trainer, Defended Spring 2022 
Camlyn Allen, Defended Spring 2021 
Haley Burgess, Defended Spring 2015 
 
SERVICE AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
Editorial Service 
2018-present Qualitative Sociology Editorial Board  
2011-present Book prospectus reviews: University of Chicago Press (9), Princeton University Press 

(3), NYU Press (3), SAGE Publications (2), Rowan and Littlefield (2), Routledge (3), 
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Columbia University Press (1), Portland State University Press (1), University Press of 
Kansas (1), and the University of Toronto Press (1) 

2005-present Article reviews: Cultural Sociology, Ethnography, Journal of Urban Affairs, City &  
Community, Poetics, Work & Occupations, City and Society, Sociological Theory, American 
Sociological Review, Urban Studies, Symbolic Interaction, Qualitative Sociology, Journal of 
Contemporary Ethnography, Radical History Review, Sociological Forum, Ethnologia 
Europaea, HERA Institute, Sociological Perspectives, and Journal of Radio and Audio Media. 

2018-2022 City & Community Editorial Board 
2011-2020 Full book manuscript reviews: University of Chicago Press (7) 
2011-2014 Co-Editor (with Claudio Benzecry and Andrew Deener) of the ASA Culture Section  

Newsletter 
2004-06  Student Editor, Contexts Magazine 
 
Service in Professional Associations  
2024  Regular Session Organizer on Community and Urban Sociology, American Sociological  

Association, Montreal, QC.  
2017- Member, ASA Urban and Community Section Ad-Hoc Mentorship Committee. 
2020  
2018 Member, ASA Culture Section Best Book Award. 
2018 Organizer and Presider of Panel on Undergraduate Sociology Programs, Eastern  

Sociological Society, Baltimore, MD. 
2016 Member, ASA Urban and Community Section Robert Park Best Paper Award Committee. 
2014 Regular Session Discussant on Urban Ethnography Panel, American Sociological Association,  

San Francisco, CA.  
2013 Member, ESS Mirra Komarovsky Best Book Award Committee. 
2013 Regular Session Organizer and Discussant on Travel and Tourism, American Sociological  

Association, New York, NY.  
2011 Member, ASA Culture Section Richard A. Peterson Best Graduate Student Paper Award  

Committee. 
2011 Discussant. Eastern Sociological Society Conference. Panel. Philadelphia, PA. 
2008 Member, ASA Urban and Community Section Robert E. Park Book Award Committee. 
2007 Regular Session Organizer on Travel and Tourism, American Sociological Association, New York,  

NY.  
2005  Discussant. Eastern Sociological Society Conference. Panel. New York, NY. 
2004  Discussant. Eastern Sociological Society Conference. Panel. Philadelphia, PA. 
 
National Organizations 
2024 NSF Reviewer 
2023  NSF Reviewer 
2022 NSF Reviewer  
2021 ASA Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant Reviewer 
2021 NSF Reviewer 
2019 NSF Reviewer 
2018 Woodrow Wilson Early Career Fellowship Mentor 
2016 NSF Reviewer 
 
Additional Department and University Service 
2023-2024 UMass Amherst Provost Search Committee, Member 
2023  UMass Amherst Communication, Chair Search Committee, Outside Member  
2015-2019 UMass Amherst Common Read Committee, Co-Chair   
2014-2015 Sociology Undergraduate Program Committee, Member 
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2014-2015 UMass Common Read Selection Committee, Member 
2012-2014 Sociology Graduate Program Committee, Member 
2012-2013 Undergraduate Sociology Club, UMass Amherst, Advisor 
2010-11  Undergraduate Advising, University of Massachusetts Amherst  
2004-05  CUNY-GC, Faculty Search Committee, Student Member 
2003-04  CUNY-GC, Executive Committee, Student Member 
2003-04  CUNY-Queens College, Sociology Club, Advisor  
 
Community and Volunteer Work  
2008-present Safe Passage, Fundraising and community awareness for a women’s shelter in  

Northampton, MA. 
2021-2022 Northampton Resilience Hub Planning Consultation 
2020-2023 Forbes Library, Racial and Social Justice Advisory Board 
2009-2012 Prison Book Project, Providing literature to prison inmates.  
2005-2011 ThinkQuest NYC, Media and Technology education for inner-city youth. 
 
Professional Associations 
American Sociological Association (Culture and Community and Urban Sections), Eastern Sociological 
Society, Social Science History Association, Society for American Music 
 
AWARDS, GRANTS, AND FELLOWSHIPS  
 
2022 Faculty Mentor Award (solo-winner), Sociology Graduate Student Association, UMass Amherst 
2022 Public Interest Technology Faculty Fellowship, UMass Amherst 
2021  Mutual Mentorship Grant, UMass Amherst (UMass Prison Education Initiative) 
2020 Faculty Mentor Award (co-winner), Sociology Graduate Student Association, UMass Amherst 
2020 Mutual Mentorship Grant, UMass Amherst (Department Chair Mentorship) 
2017 Public Engagement Project Faculty Fellowship, UMass Amherst 
2014 Faculty Mentor Award (co-winner), Sociology Graduate Student Association, UMass Amherst 
2010 First Year Experience Teaching Award, UMass Amherst 
2009  Committee for Faculty Compensation and Development Grant, Smith College 
2008 Committee for Faculty Compensation and Development Grant, Smith College 
2007 Committee for Faculty Compensation and Development Grant, Smith College 
2007 Project Fellow on ‘Bourdieu In Algeria: Research, Representation, and Commitment,’ Kahn  

Liberal Arts Institute, Smith College 
2006 Instructional Technology Fellowship, CUNY-Honors College 
2004 Distinguished Dissertation Fellowship, CUNY-GC 
2004 CUNY-PSC Grant (with Stanley Aronowitz)  
2003 University Fellowship, CUNY-GC  
2003 Graduate Teaching Fellowship, CUNY-Queens College 
2002 Berlin Travel and Research Grant, Humboldt University 
2001 University Fellowship, CUNY-GC  
2000 University Fellowship, CUNY-GC  


